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habeas corpus was sued out of the Court of Justice, and the sheriff appeared before the House, and gave notice of the issue. The House ordered that the judges be informed, that the prisoner had been committed under a warrant from them, and instructed the sheriff to detain him. A committee was appointed, 22d January 1771, to search the records of the House of Commons for precedents of similar cases. The Committee reported that they had found such precedents; and the subject was debated on the 15th February, whether the sheriff should be indemnified for resisting the authority of the Court. McDougall was detained for some time after this, and the records of the Assembly contain no other proceedings respecting him. It is probable that they yielded obedience to the writ of habeas corpus: and Parker, the main witness for the prosecution being dead, most likely the indictment was never tried; for McDougall was at large, and active on several important occasions during the subsequent strugglas.
Little happened to disturb the public tranquility, after the last fruitless attempt upon the Liberty Pole. But the soldiers were prompt upon every occasion, to display the triumph of the government over the people, and the latter, perhaps, not backward to take fire at their insults. A party of officers,* on the llth of June, dining in the upper rooms of the Exchange, had placed sentinels on the piazza, to guard against encroachments. It is alleged that some stones had been thrown by the multitude, upon the party thus stationed. Without knowing what offence had been given, two gentlemen from Long Island went into the piazza, and were immediately assaulted by the sentinels with drawn bayonets, severely wounded, and taken to the guard house. Here they were held in confinement, until a sum of money was extorted from them. Upon a complaint being made to the officers, a pretended inquiry was had, and the testimony of the complainants was borne down by the denial of the parties charged. They were dis-
* Holt's paper.
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